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INTRODUCTION 


The exhibition entitled Canadians of Ukrainian Origin: Re- 
flections on the Formative Years was prepared to give viewers 
a better understanding of the characteristics and achievements of 
the first generation of Ukrainian Canadians. During those first 
thirty-five years, the community firmly identified itself as 
Canadian and established the institutions and community patterns 
which enabled them to retain and develop their distinctive, 
cultural heritage during subsequent generations. The selection of 
documents used in this display was restricted to items currently 
held by the Public Archives/National Ethnic Archives. 


Today, Canadians of Ukrainian background number about 
600,000 of whom more than 500,000 are Canadian-born, many of 
them third or fourth generation. They are an integral part of the 
fabric of Canadian society, their traditions and values among 
Canada's cultural treasures. Their magnificent onion-domed 
churches dominating a prairie landscape, colourful pysanky (Ea- 
ster eggs) and dynamic dancing, are a visible part of Canadian 
culture. 


Canadians of Ukrainian descent can be found in every walk 
of life—political, academic, professional, business, cultural, in- 
deed all occupational categories—in most parts of Canada. 
Alongside other Canadians, Ukrainians are builders of our nation. 
Once chiefly rural, three quarters of Canadians of Ukrainian 
descent now live in Canada's major cities. 


EARLY SETTLEMENT 


The chief impetus for Ukrainian migration to Canada came 
from the colonization work of the Hon. Clifford Sifton, Minister 
of the Interior during the Laurier Government, who favoured the 
settlement of the prairies as quickly as possible. In addition to 
this, immigration of Ukrainians was also strongly promoted by Dr. 
Joseph Oleskiw, professor of the teachers' seminary in Lviv, who 
wrote several small books encouraging his countrymen to seek new 
homes and a better life in Canada. After a visit to Canada in 
1895, he reassured Ukrainians about conditions in Canada for 
settlement and the quality and suitability of the soil for husbandry 
and agriculture. 


The bulk of the emigration came from the provinces of 
Galicia and Bukovina, then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
Between 1890 and 1914 more than 175,000 Ukrainians arrived in 
Canada. These Ukrainians (at that time usually referred to as 
Galicians, Bukovinians or Ruthenians) were greatly attracted by 
the promise of free, fertile land in Canada, and a better future for 
themselves and their children. 


Wasy! Eleniak and Ivan Pylypiw (Pylypivsky) are generally 
considered to be the first two pioneers whose glowing reports 
about Canada's potential helped turn the initial trickle of a few 
hundred into a stream of thousands. The Government permitted 
Ukrainians to settle in small colonies, the first of which were in 
Manitoba at Brokenhead, Gonor, Stuartburn and Dauphin. 


All worked long and hard on their new lands. At first they 
bought implements communally—one plow, one set of discs, 
between two or four families. The immediate concern was to 
grow food for the family's subsistence and once a few acres were 
cleared they began to grow a cash crop. Strains of Ukrainian 
wheat preceded the Ukrainian farmers to Canada. Red Fife wheat 
was the "First Ukrainian Immigrant" and was transplanted by 
Scotsmen in 1843. A hardy variety it was particularly suited for 
the short prairie summer since it matured ten days faster than 
other kinds of wheat. 


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


Naturally basic economic security was a major concern of 
the new community. But it was by no means the sole—not even 
the primary—concern, once the basic necessities had been 
provided. Soon the Ukrainian Canadian community was an 
integral element of Canadian society, particularly in western 
Canada. Churches, schools, the press and clubs for recreation and 
entertainment enjoyed widespread support. 


For centuries the Church had been a major social, as well as 
religious, institution in Ukraine and, not surprisingly, the earliest 
community life of Ukrainian Canadians centred on the Church. In 
1897, almost simultaneously, the first Churches were built—the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Edna-Star, Alberta and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Gardenton, Manitoba. In their 
actual ritual, Ukrainians made few distinctions, both Catholic and 
Orthodox accepted the Eastern (Byzantine) rite into which had 
been incorporated well-established, colourful, Ukrainian tradi- 


tions. The churches provided a centre for social as well as 
religious activities and the church groups formed the basis for 
many of the later community organizations. 


Schools were an important element in the adaptation of the 
community to the Canadian environment and Canadian society. 
They also indicated that the recipient society was adjusting to the 
newcomers. The immigrant children and those born in Cana- 
da—the first of which was Franko Yaciw, born in Winnipeg, 14 
February 1893—-were taught in bilingual (Ukrainian-English) 
schools. Ukrainian was only one of a number of languages used in 
the bilingual schools in Manitoba from 1896 to 1916 and the 
Manitoba government operated a Ukrainian Normal School at 
Brandon from 1906 to 1916 to train Ukrainian Canadian teachers. 


After this system ended the community placed greater 
emphasis on the establishment and maintenance of its own 
institutions for academic, religious and linguistic training. Among 
the first of these institutions were the Taras Schevchenko Bursa 
(Student residence) at Vegreville, Alberta, 1907, and the Prosvita 
Reading Hall (a library and self-learning centre) at Lady, 
Saskatchewan, in 1908. During 1916 the Petro Mohyla Institute in 
Saskatoon was established, largely through the efforts of Wasy] 
Swystun who became the first Rector. The Michael Hrushevsky 
Ukrainian (now St. John's) Institute was organized in Edmonton in 
1918, followed by others in later years. Some of these institu- 
tions—like St. Andrew's College formed later in Winnipeg—are 
now affiliated with Canadian universities. Supplementary lan- 
guage schools in evenings and on weekends were operated in many 
places, until today the Ukrainian language is once again taught in 
the public schools of several provinces and in Alberta is even used 
in bilingual education. 


UKRAINIAN PRESS 


The first Ukrainian language newspaper, entitled Kanadiy- 
sky Farmer (Canadian Farmer), appeared in 1903 with John 
Negrich as editor. Soon more Ukrainian newspapers and maga- 
zines sprang up and while such publications seldom flourished as a 
business proposition, they filled an important role in the com- 
munity—facilitating the adaptation to their new homeland, 
explaining its system of government and its people, and offering 
an outlet for the literary creativity of those non-conversant with 
English or French. They aided the community to develop a sense 
of identity and to define their role in Canadian society. 
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At least 13 newspapers, mostly weeklies, were founded prior 
to World War I and several others were founded during the early 
war years. By 1918 about eight existed; two—Canadian Farmer 
and Ukrainian Voice—with a circulation of 10,000 each. Then the 
government prohibited publication of nearly all "foreign language" 
newspapers. Shortly after they were outlawed some of them, 
including Canadian Farmer and Ukrainian Voice, were permitted 
to resume publication in a bilingual format (Ukrainian with a full 
English translation side by side), closely monitored by the press 
censor. It was not till some months after the war ended that 
these restrictions were lifted. 


During those first decades a number of Ukrainian language 
books were published as well. The first was a Ukrainian catechism 
printed in Winnipeg and the second, Pisni Imigrantiv (Poetry of 
Immigrants about Old and New Lands) by Theodore Fedyk, 
published in Winnipeg eventually selling 50,000 copies in 6 
editions. 


By the time the war broke out and the first wave of 
immigration ended, travelling theatre groups, choirs, dancing 
groups, artists, musicians and writers were active. Literary and 
education circles had been formed in almost every Ukrainian 
settlement by 1914, like the one in 1912 at the Plum Ridge School 
in Pleasant Home, Manitoba. They ensured that Canadians of 
Ukrainian background developed their cultural identity and that 
this heritage remained a living tradition—a part of the Canadian 
cultural mosaic. 


WARTIME EXPERIENCES 


With the outbreak of the Great War in 1914 many Ukrainian 
Canadians showed that they had struck roots in Canada by 
spontaneously joining the armed forces. More than 10,000, 
approximately 30% of the men aged 15-50, enlisted and on 5 
October 1917 one, Philip Konoval, was presented with the highest 
military award—the Victoria Cross—by King George V. Although 
their support of the Canadian war effort gave many greater self- 
confidence, others were forced to anglicise their names to avoid 
discrimination. 


Indeed, during World War I the community suffered a good 
deal of political hardship because so many were born in the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. The government used the powers of 
the War Measures Act to keep more than 5,000 Ukrainian 
Canadians in internment camps for several years. Later these 
powers were used to disband the Ukrainian Social Democratic 
Party and the Ukrainian Revolutionary Group, to outlaw the use of 
Ukrainian in all meetings except religious worship services and to 
suppress the Ukrainian language press. 


POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 


Besides their community activities, Ukrainian Canadians 
took their places in the rural municipal councils, as both reeves 
and councillors—Ethelbert, Manitoba, M. Pacholok (1915); Stuart- 
burn, Manitoba, Theo Wachna (1903); Hadashville, Manitoba, P. 
Iwanejshyn (1915) along with others. They also became prominent 
in larger political spheres as their communities grew and produced 
such future politicians as: Nicholas Bachynsky, teacher and 
legislator, three times elected to the Manitoba Legislature; 
Michael Luchkovich of Vegreville, Alberta twice elected to the 
House of Commons; George Dragan, elected to the Saskatchewan 
Legislature, as well as many others. 


This early development of a political role made the 
community feel confident to express its opinion nationally and 
even on the global scene. When the government interned "enemy 
aliens" and placed severe restrictions on the use of "enemy 
languages" the community was sufficiently secure and self- 
confident to protest. When the Paris Peace Conference discussed 
the future of Europe, the Ukrainian Canadian Citizens League 
sent representatives there to lobby with the Canadian and 
Commonwealth delegation for the principle of self-determination 
in all parts of Europe, including Ukraine. They recognized that 
rights, freedoms and responsibilities could not be enjoyed in 
Canada in isolation of conditions in other parts of the world. Of 
course, Ukrainians were not alone in that attitude. They and 
other ethno-cultural communities influenced Canada's position at 
Paris and later in international affairs. 


OUR MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY 


Those first Ukrainian Canadian pioneers have disappeared, 
but many born at that time are still active. Soon they too will be 
gone and all that will remain to remind us of the achievements 
and frustrations will be the documents surviving in archives. 
Unfortunately those are too few, providing glimpses of the past 
rather than a full overview. The Public Archives of Canada, 
provincial archives and other institutions are available to preserve 
the record, but they cannot create the documents. Only the 
public which possesses records will ensure their survival by placing 
them in a proper repository. 


SOURCES ON THE HISTORY OF UKRAINIAN 
CANADIANS AT THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES 


Numerous files dealing with Ukrainian Canadians are avail- 
able in the records of various government departments and 
agencies such as: Agriculture, Citizenship, C.N.R., Dominion 
Lands, Governor General, Immigration, Justice, Labour, National 
War Services, Press Censor. 


In addition, the papers of many prime ministers, cabinet 
ministers and senior government officials and the records of many 
non-Ukrainian organizations contain relevant information. 


Material received from the Ukrainian Canadian community 
consists of manuscript material, photographs, motion film and 
sound recordings. Thousands of printed items, including many 
programs, posters, rare pamphlets, newspapers, books, jubilees and 
magazines are available. Among the largest and most significant 
collections are the records of the: 


Ukrainian Canadian Committee 
Ukrainian National Youth Federation 
Canadian Ukrainian Youth Association 
World Federation of Ukrainian Women 
Plast-Ukrainian Youth Association 
Ukrainian Canadian Students Union 


Antonovych, Katerina Kiriak, Illia 

Avramenko, Wasy] Kovalevitch, John 
Bodrug, Ivan Kysilewska, Olena 
Bossy, Walter Mandryka, Mykyta 
Dragan, George Rudnyckyj, Jaroslav 
Jeremijew, Mychailo Woycenko, Petro & Ol'ha 


Kaye-Kysilewsky, Vladimir Zuk, Andrej 
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